
RESOLUTION NUMMBER 167 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS MONTH AND THE EFFORTS 

OF FRESH BEGINNINGS SAFE HOUSE  

 

WHEREAS, January of each year is recognized as National Human Trafficking Awareness Month beginning 

in 2010; and  

 

WHEREAS, the month is designed to bring attention to the issue, urge actions to end human trafficking, and 

help encourage and galvanize efforts towards ending it; and  

 

WHEREAS, human trafficking is the world’s fastest growing criminal enterprise valued to be an estimated $32 

billion a year global industry. After drug trafficking, human trafficking is the world’s second most profitable 

criminal enterprise, a status it shares with illegal arms trafficking. 79 percent of human trafficking victims are 

sexually exploited, with about 80% being females and 50 percent being children with the average age of entry is 

between 12 and 14 years old; and  

  

WHEREAS, some major factors that contribute to people becoming human trafficking victims are poverty, 

racism, gender inequality, addictions, and mental illness. Sex trafficking is a subcategory of commercial sexual 

exploitation, in which an individual uses different methods to control another individual to force or coerce them 

into providing sexual services for commercial gain; and  

 

WHEREAS, commercial sexual exploitation takes many forms and spans numerous industries, including 

internet and street-based prostitution, pornography, exotic dancing, and many others. The situations that sex 

trafficking victims face vary dramatically. Many victims can become romantically involved with someone who 

forces them or manipulates them into prostitution. Others are lured in with false promises of a job such as 

modeling or dancing. Some are forced into commercial sex by parents or other family members. They may be 

involved in a trafficking situation for a few days or weeks or may remain in the same or different trafficking 

situations for years; and  

 

WHEREAS, St Louis is in the top twenty most prevalent cities for human trafficking in the United States, 

according to the national trafficking hotline. Since 2007, 4,609 human trafficking cases have been reported in 

Missouri, with a high concentration in St Louis. This does not include all the individuals currently being 

trafficked or those that are free and afraid to report. Given its central location, serving as a hub for several 

interstate highways, having an international airport, and increasing economic disparity stemming from an 

increasingly decentralized metropolitan area and high racial segregation, the St Louis trafficking problem is 

only increasing; and   

 

WHEREAS, currently most major funding and subsequently quality and innovative services for human 

trafficking specific programs, are limited to coastal metropolitan areas in the United States. This leaves victims 

in the middle of the country with little to no assistance for escaping their traffickers or with the support system 

to lift them out the circle of violence; and  

 

WHEREAS, St louis, although one of most prevalent cities for human trafficking, has few resources that 

knowledgably and specifically address sex trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation, and very few that are 

serving urban neighborhoods of St Louis. Currently there are less than a handful of programs that provide 

comprehensive residential or non-residential programs, addressing the highly specific and sensitive needs of sex 

trafficked and commercially sexually exploited survivors in St. Louis and surrounding areas; and  



WHEREAS, Fresh Beginnings Safe House has been formally established since March 2017 to help prevent sex 

trafficking, as well as assist survivors in leaving the life of sex trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation, 

overcoming obstacles, and building fulfilling new futures. It is a survivor led organization with the founder 

having over 13 years of experience working with undeserved individuals and those who have been sex 

trafficked and commercially sexually exploited; and   

 

WHEREAS, Fresh Beginnings Safe House has been working with the Wells-Goodfellow and Hamilton 

Heights neighborhood associations in the 22cnd ward building relationships and saving souls.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by this Honorable Board of Alderman of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize National Human Traffic Awareness Month and the valiant efforts of 

Fresh Beginnings Safe House in working to prevent and end sex trafficking. We further direct the Clerk of this 

Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by 

the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 28th day of January, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Jeffrey Boyd, Alderwoman 21st Ward 

 

 

Adopted this 28th day of January, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_____________________     ____________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 

 

 

 

 


